Environmental epidemiologic issues and minority health.
There exist great differences in morbidity and mortality across racial, cultural, and socioeconomic groups. Certain factors, like limited access to health care, are known to contribute to these differences. The contribution of other factors, like disparities in exposure to environmental hazards, is largely unknown as to the effect on minority groups' morbidity and mortality. This article describes select environmental hazards faced by minorities, such as lead toxicity in children, proximity to hazardous waste sites, and consumption of food contaminated with toxic substances, as well as the role of epidemiologists in documenting adverse health effects and participation in interventions to prevent them.